MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
the word mercator.1 These Jews evidently continued to engage in
the activities of their co-religionists, who, as we have seen, were
dispersed throughout the whole of the Mediterranean basin before
the invasion of Islam.2 But they carried them on under somewhat
different conditions.
The persecution of which they had been the victims in Spain
at the close of the Visigothic period, when Egica (687-702) went
to the length of forbidding them to trade with foreigners or
Christians, had not spread to the Prankish Empire. On the con-
trary, they enjoyed the protection of the sovereign, who granted
them exemption from the tonlieu. Louis the Pious promulgated a
capitulary in their favour (it has not been preserved), which
declared that they must be prosecuted only secundum legem eorum?
The murder of a Jew was punished by a fine to be paid to the
camera of the king. These were very important privileges, which
they had not enjoyed formerly, and which show that the king
regarded them as indispensable.
The Carolingians, for that matter, very frequently made use of
them. The ambassadors whom they sent to Haroun-al-Raschid
were Jews, and we have already seen that there were Jews among
the merchants of the palace established at Aix-la-Chapelle.
Louis the Pious took into his service the Jew Abraham of Sara-
gossa, to whom he accorded special protection, and who served
him faithfully in his palace.4 "We do not find that any Christian
merchant was so favoured.
1 hopsch himself declares: Die Handelskute und Juden, was ja vielfach
dasselbe war, op. cit., vol. I, 2nd ed,, p. 168.
a We find that in the 9th century there were Jews in Narbonne and Vienne,
and above all in Lyons, and perhaps elsewhere in the Midi.
8 dopsch, op. cit.t vol. II, 2nd ed,, p. 345. m.g.h. formuiae, ed. zbumbr,
Formulae Imperials, p. 311, No. 32, p. 314, No. 37, p.-309, No. 30, p. 3io»
No. 31, p- 325, No. 52. All these formulae date from the reign of Louis the
Pious, probably from before 836. See coviixe, Recherche* sur rhistoire de
Lyon> p. 540.
* Ibid; vol. I, 2nd ed., p. 68, m.g.h. formuiae, ed. zeumer, Formulae
Itnperiales, p. 325, No, 52, lice#t illi sub mundeburdo et defensione nostra quitte
vivere et partibus palatii nostri fideliter deservire.
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